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March 13, 2018 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

As you may have read in the news, tomorrow, March 14, students across the country have 

organized a National School Walkout to shed light on gun violence following the tragedy 

at Margory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. I have received 

inquiries from parents wondering what we may be doing here at Ridge regarding the 

walkout. 

 

Soon after the shooting in Florida, the other five Ridgewood elementary principals and I 

made a plan for our young students that we believe is age-appropriate; we will not be 

walking out or discussing gun violence. Tomorrow morning, all of our classroom 

teachers will be leading a discussion of the book I’m Here by Peter Reynolds and doing 

an activity that highlights the importance of seeking common ground and reaching out to 

others who may feel alone. 

 

During the month of February, I visited every classroom and shared I’m Here as our read 

aloud book of the month. I wanted to engage Ridge students in a discussion of how we 

can reach out to each other in positive ways. This was an endeavor I had begun before the 

tragedy on February 14. It was such a positive experience for me here at Ridge, that I 

suggested the book to the other schools for tomorrow’s activity. Since the Ridge students 

already know the book, our teachers will be doing a follow-up activity with each of their 

classes. 

 

The perfect introduction to this book is this brief video which I encourage you to watch. 

You may want to discuss with your children the “big idea” you get from watching it. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzSr5F8gt3o 

 

Feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Jean Schoenlank 
 

Jean Schoenlank, Ed. D. 

Principal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzSr5F8gt3o

